
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Jerry Cirino 
Committee on Fair zoning 
P.o. Box 1799 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Mr. Cirino: 

March 12, 1986 

Re: A-86-087 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act has been received by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you have any questions about your advice 
request, you may contact the Technical Assistance and Analysis 
Division at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or unless more information is needed to answer your request, 
you should expect a response within 21 working days. 
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Very truly yours, 
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~eanne Pritchard 
Chief 
Technical Assistance 

Division 
and Analysis 

428 J Street, Suite 800 • P.O. Box 807 • Sacramento CA 95804~0807 • (916) 322~5660 
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Mr. Stanford 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
P.o. Box 807 
Sacramento, CA 95804 

Dear Mr. Stanford: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
P.o Box 1799 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
March 7, 1986 

Attached is a recent letter from Bruc Boling r, County 
Clerk - Recorder of Nevada County to Cicely Roddy. Editor of the 
Independant Messenger. 

The letter raIses several Issues which we would like clarified 
by ou. 

In the second paragraph of the letter Mr. Bolinger states that 
information regarding rules on campaign finance reporting come 
from your office and the Secretary of State, not from the County 
Clerk. Is this true? 

During the course of the campaign we received all forms and 
campaign information from the County Cl rk's Office. We have 
never received any information from your office or the Secretary 
of State. 

In the fourth para raph Mr. Bolinger states that your office 
only required his offic "to get after campaign c mmittees and 
candidates that filed sloppy reports" starting in October, 1985. 
Is this true? Does this mean that no one was responsible to 
correct "sloppy" reports prior to October, 1985? Hay ,.]e hay 
a copy of this directive to County Clerks? 

Your clarification of these two Issues would be of great help. 

Mr. Stanford 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
P.O. Box 807 
Sacramento, CA 95804 
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Feb. 28, 1986 

Mrs. Cicely Roddy 
Editor 

COUNTY OF NEVADA 
BRUCE C. BOLINGER 
COUNTY CLERK.RECORDER 

CourlboUH'; Nevada City, CaIUornia 05050 
T.,l"pll(m" (916) 26,-1293 CierI. Ruordcr :J6S-1:JU 

Independent Messenger and The Villager 
417 Broad St., Suite C 
Nevada City, CA 95~59 

Dear Editor: 

The February 28 issue of The Independent Messenger reported 
a charge by Jerry Cirino, chairman of the Committee for Fair 
Zoning, the pro-mining campaign committee in last November's 
election, that I was "unfair and biased" in asking it to file 
proper financial disclosure reports. In fact, his committee has 
been treated like any other committee. 

It is the responsibility of any campaign committee, 
including Mr. Cirino's, to learn what the rules are on reporting 
contributions and expenditures. The information about those 
rules comes from the Secretary of State's Office and the Fair 
Political Practices Commission, not from the County Clerk's 
Office. Our little candidates' handbook has never attempted to 
do any more than provide a few definitions and the deadlines for 
filing regular reports. 

Mr. Cirino's committee failed to report a $3000 contribution 
that it received last October that should have been reported 
within 48 hours and it failed to properly complete a final report 
that was due at the end of January. Consider ing that it had a 
professional campaign manager, to whom it paid $6500, who filled 
out the committee's financial reports, it does not seem too much 
to expect that he at least would have learned the rules and 
followed them. Other campaign committees managed to do so 
without having any experts on their payroll. 

Mr. Cirino's citing of 1982 reports filed with our office is 
misleading sincel in 1982, the duty of the County Clerk's Office 
was only to file the reports. It was not until last October that 
the FPPC for the first time asked county clerks' offices to get 
after those campaign committees and candidates that filed sloppy 
reports. And that is what we have been doing I not only in the 
case of Mr. Cirino's committee, but also its opposition, the "no 
on Measure C" group known as R.E.E.D, to which I sent a letter on 
November 1 1985 requiring an amended report of their finances. 
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Letter to Cicely Roddy 2 

Mr. Cirino also cited my campaign finance statement of 
3/18/82 to 5/22/82 as an example of an incomplete report in that 
no committee ID number or treasurer and treasurer's address were 
listed for a contribution from the Nevada County Environmental 
Council. However f he neglected to learn that that group was not 
a political action committee under the Political Reform Act and, 
therefore, did not have an ID number nor a treasurer as far as 
the Political Reform Act was concerned. 

I hesitate to take Mr. 
since his campaign manager 
campaign. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~,~r-) '-)' 

~
. (L -- . 
~, 'x. ce C. Bolinger 

Nevada County Clerk-Re order 

Cirino's 
is now 

statements at face value 
managing my opponent's 
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Mr. Bruce Bolinger 
County Clerk Recorder 
Court House 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
P.O;.- Box 1799 

,Nevada City, CA 95959 
F~bJ1W".lfY. ~4, 1986 

'J rs., Fr., uo 

As requested in your tter of February 14, 1986, enclosed 
is an amended Schedule A to correct clerical errors and a 
report of a late contribution. 

It was not our intention to omit information, however we 
were not able to obtain addresses, employment and ID 
numbers before the filing date. 

Please note the information you requested: 
Fred Benuzzi - contractor 
Joe Lausman, Jr. - lumber wholesaler 

EDPAC ID #851310, 248 Mill St. Grass Valley, Don Litchfieilid, 
Treasurer. 

The Committee on Fair Zoning objects to the unfair and biased 
treatment we have received from you as County Clerk Recorder 
during our brief existence as a political committee. 

Since organizing in te September, 1985 for the November 5, 
1985 election we have experienced repeated problems with 
your office: 

Your office provided our Committee with the improper 
financial reporting form for our first financial filing 
October 24, 1985. Form 490 was supplied instead of Form 
420. Th error by your office allowed our pol ical 
opposition an opportunity to discredit our integrity in the 
11th hour of a crucial and hard fought campaign which we 
lost by 8 votes out of some 14,000 cast. (#1 - Grass Valley 
Union article November 4, 1985) 

On October 30, 1985 just days before the e ction, as County 
Clerk Recorder, you made a public complaint about the use 
of a check mark on our campaign mailer. (#2 Grass Valley 
Union article October JO, 1985) The Committee did not 
receive an offical notification from your office. Since 
the Committee paid for a recount and reviewed all ballots 
cast in the Novemr:,er 5, 1985 election, we found our check 
ITBrk emphasis had no adverse effect on voting or the markings 
on the ballots. We note as C rk there were no complaints 
about similar marks on campa literature during previous 
campaigns. 

Mr. Bruce Bolinger 
County Clerk Recorder 
Court House 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
p . 0 ~ Box 1 799 
.Nev~da·~ity, CA 95959 

. F~ b.fLP~ifY u ff 4, 1986 

As requested in your letter of February 14, 1986, enclosed 
is an amended Schedule A to correct clerical errors and a 
report of a late contribution. 

It was not our intention to omit information, however we 
were not able to obtain addresses, employment and ID 
numbers before the filing date. 

Please note the information you requested: 
Fred Benuzzi - contractor 
Joe Lausman, Jr. - lumber wholesaler 

EDPAC - ID #851310, 248 Mill St. Grass Valley, Don Li tchfieid , 
Treasurer. 

The Committee on Fair Zoning objects to the unfair and biased 
treatment we have received from you as County Clerk Recorder 
during our brief existence as a political committee. 

Since organizing in late September, 1985 for the November 5, 
1985 election we have experienced repeated problems with 
your office: 

Your office provided our Committee with the improper 
financial reporting form for our first financial filing 
October 24, 1985. Form 490 was supplied instead of Form 
420. This error by your office allowed our political 
opposition an opportunity to discredit our integrity in the 
11th hour of a crucial and hard fought campaign which we 
lost by 8 votes out of some 14,000 cast. (#1 - Grass Valley 
Union article November 4, 1985) 

On October 30, 1985 just days before the election, as County 
Clerk Recorder, you made a public complaint about the use 
of a check mark on our campaign mailer. (#2 Grass Valley 
Union article October 30, 1985) The Committee did not 
receive an offical notification from your office. Since 
the Committee paid for a recount and reviewed all ballots 
cast in the Novemr,er 5, 1985 election, we found our check 
ITark emphasis had no adverse effect on voting or the markings 
on the ballots. We note as Clerk there were no complaints 
about similar marks on campaign literature during previous 
campaigns. 

Mr. Bruce Bolinger 
County Clerk Recorder 
Court House 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
P . 0 ~ Box 1 799 
.Nev~da·~ity, CA 95959 

. F~b,rLp~ifYu~4, 1986 

As requested in your letter of February 14, 1986, enclosed 
is an amended Schedule A to correct clerical errors and a 
report of a late contribution. 

It was not our intention to omit information, however we 
were not able to obtain addresses, employment and ID 
numbers before the filing date. 

Please note the information you requested: 
Fred Benuzzi - contractor 
Joe Lausman, Jr. - lumber wholesaler 

EDPAC - ID #851310, 248 Mill St. Grass Valley, Don Litchfield, 
Treasurer. 

The Committee on Fair Zoning objects to the unfair and biased 
treatment we have received from you as County Clerk Recorder 
during our brief existence as a political committee. 

Since organizing in late September, 1985 for the November 5, 
1985 election we have experienced repeated problems with 
your office: 

Your office provided our Committee with the improper 
financial reporting form for our first financial filing 
October 24, 1985. Form 490 was supplied instead of Form 
420. This error by your office allowed our political 
opposition an opportunity to discredit our integrity in the 
11th hour of a crucial and hard fought campaign which we 
lost by 8 votes out of some 14,000 cast. (#1 - Grass Valley 
Union article November 4, 1985) 

On October 30, 1985 just days before the election, as County 
Clerk Recorder, you made a public complaint about the use 
of a check mark on our campaign mailer. (#2 Grass Valley 
Union article October 30, 1985) The Committee did not 
receive an offical notification from your office. Since 
the Committee paid for a recount and reviewed all ballots 
cast in the Novemr,er 5, 1985 election, we found our check 
ITark emphasis had no adverse effect on voting or the markings 
on the ballots. We note as Clerk there were no complaints 
about similar marks on campaign literature during previous 
campaigns. 



Bol r 
Page 2 

You ignored and never responded to our formal request to 
remove Measure "C" from the November 5, 1985 ballot since 
we believed it was placed on the ballot illegally and 
improperly. (#3 Grass Valley Union article October 24, 1985) 

On election night you failed to count Chicago Park/ 
Sunshine Valley precincts. Our Committee uncovered the 319 
vote undercount. L'I1i th confidence eroded due to this 
undercount, our Committee was left with no choice but to 
raise and ~nd $420 and use three days of our time for a 
recount to verify resu s to satisfy our Committee, supporters 
and the voters in Nevada County. (#4 Grass Valley Union 
November 8, 1985 

And now, a warning let 
requirements not met by the 
Union article February 19, 
February 14, 1986; #7 1985 
Candidate's Handbook) 

r from you regarding alledged 
Committee. (#5 Grass Valley 
1986; #6 Clerk's tter 
Candidate's Handbook; #8 1986 

On th last point it should be noted that we followed the 
1985 Candidate's Handbook, issued by you, which did not 
include late contributions information. We rely on the 
Clerk's office to prov us with pertinent information 
regarding ling requirements. The Secretary of State's 
Office did not provide us with any information regarding 
filing requirements. 

of interest to no your 1986 Candidate'S Handbook 
include information regarding late contributions. 

L'I1e resent being singled out for clerical errors in our 
report as stated in paragraph #1 of your February 14, 
1985 letter. 

Our Committee has rev wed the financial reports filed by 
others in your office. ~ve never made it through the "B"s 
in the alphabetical office files before finding numerous 
clerical errors identical to ours. 

Fo r example: 

- Hank Bowen for Supervisor Dis ict 3, financial report 
for 5/23/82-7/30/82, treasur~ omitted date next to signa­
ture and Valmont Corp. contribution of $100 did not include 
address of Corp. 

- Hank Bowen for Supervisor District 3, financial report 
for 3/18/82-5/22/82 ommitted address, treasurer and I.D. 
number of $100 contribution from Nevada County Environ­
mental Council. 

- Bruce Bolinger for County Clerk Recorder, financial 
s ment for 3/18/82-5/22/82 omitted address, treasurer 
and I.D. number of $100 contribution from the Nevada County 
Environmental Council. 

- Crawford Bost for Superv or District 5, financial report 
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for 9/18/84-10/20/84 omitted occupation and employer for 
one contributor of $100 or more. 

- Pat Sutton forSupervisor District 5, financial report 
for 3/18/84-5/19/84 omitted occupation and employer for 
one contributor of $100 or more. 

- Pat Sutton for Supervisor District 5, financial report 
for 10/21/84-12/31/84 omitted occupation and employer for 
three contibutors of $100 or more. 

The files of these examples did not include warning letters 
or amended reports. 

We object to the unfair and biased treatment we have 
received from our County Clerk Recorder. 

We wish to be treated in the same manner as other committees 
and candidates. 

During the brief and trying times of this organization not 
once did we lower our standards or integrity. 

What is required of one must be required of a 

The public trust for your office is too important to 
jeopordize with personal bias. 

cc: Secretary of State 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
Attorney General 

Enclosures: 10 

, Chairman 
e on Fair Zoning 
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Mr. Bruce Bo r 
County Clerk Recorder 
Court House 
Nevada City, CA 959 

Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on ir Zoning 
P.O. Box 1799 
Nevada City, CA 959 

ruary 24, 1986 

On Octo~er 23, 1985 the Committee on Fair Zoning received 
from the Econonmic Development Political Action Committee 
of Nevada County a contribution for a "Yes" vote on 
Measure "C" in the amount of $3,000 as reported to your 
o e on January 31, 1986 on form 420. 

Sincerely, 

&d~< 
B

. . d 
l Brodle 

Treasurer 

Mr. Bruce Bolinger 
Co rk Recorder 

e 
Ci ty, CA 95959 

Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
P.O. Box 1799 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

ruary 24, 1986 

On Octoher 2J, 1985 the Committee on Fair Zoning received 
from the Econonmic Development P tical Action Committee 
of County a contribution for a "Yes" vote on 
Measure "C" in the amount of $J,OOO as reported to your 
office on January Jl, 1986 on form O. 

Sincerely, 
&d~< 
Bill Brodie :r 

urer 

Mr. Bruce Bolinger 
County Clerk Recorder 
Court House 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Dear Mr. Bolinger: 

Committee on Fair Zoning 
P.O. Box 1799 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
February 24, 1986 

On Octoner 23, 1985 the Committee on Fair Zoning received 
from the Econonmic Development Political Action Committee 
of Nevada County a contribution for a "Yes" vote on 
Measure "C" in the amount of $3,000 as reported to your 
office on January 31, 1986 on form 420. 

Sincerely, 
~~< 
Bill Brodie d 
Treasurer 
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For use by persons amending statements filed pursuant to Government Code 
Section 84200-84217. This form must be filed with all filing officers who received the 
statement being amended. NOTE: This form is not used to amend a Statement of 
Organization (Form 410). 

(Type or Print in Ink) 

The information required in Section I must correspond to the information provided 
on the campai n statement. 
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] Front Page ] Summary rr4 Schedule(s) .. A.....!.--___ _ 

IV. Describe the changes below. I nelude in detail all information you wish to become a part of your official campaign 
statement. 

V. Reason for amendment: 

Include additional information on reverse side or on appropriately labeled continuation sheets. (Number of pages attached_I_, 

c VERI FICA '"ION 
=0------; I have used all reasonable diligence in preparing this Statement. I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my 

knowledge the information contained herein and in the attached schedules is true and complete. 

=e------; I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

F 

Executed on 

A candidate or officeholder who controls a committee must also verify the campaign statement. 
I have used all reasonable diligence, and to the best of my knowledge, the treasurer has used all reasonable diligence in 
preparing this Statement; I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my knowledge the information cont: red 
herein is true and complete. 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on at by 
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VERIFICATION 
I have used all reasonable diligence in preparing this Statement. I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my 
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Executed on 

A candidate or officeholder who controls a committee must also verify the campaign statement. 
I have used all reasonable diligence, and to the best of my knowledge, the treasurer has used all reasonable diligence in 
preparing this Statement; I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my knowledge the information cont~ . ed 
herein is true and complete. 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on at by 
(CAT.' (CiT .... AHD .TAT.) --....,I-=-•• -:-.. -.... ~T~U-:-.. -:-.-:-O-:-.. ' CANDlaAT. 0 .. O ...... IC.MOLD."t 

'tOlrm.1ltIClln required to be provided to you punuant to the Infonnation Practic. Act of 1977. see "Informftion Menual on Campaign Oilc:lolUr. Provisions 
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IV. Describe the changes below. I nelude in detail all information you wish to become a part of your official campaign 

statement. 

V. Reason for amendment: 
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c 

D 

VERIFICATION 
I have used all reasonable diligence in preparing this Statement, I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my 
knowledge the information contained herein and in the attached schedules is true and complete. 

=E-------I I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

F 

Executed on 

A candidate or officeholder who controls a committee must also verify the campaign statement. 
I have used all reasonable diligence, and to the best of my knowledge, the treasurer has used all reasonable diligence in 
preparing this Statement; I have reviewed the Statement and to the best of my knowledge the information cont~ . ed 
herein is true and complete. 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on at by 
(DAT.' (CiT .... AND .TAT.) ---',-.'-"-""--T--U-"-.-D-'" CANDIDAT. 0 .. D",.IC.MOLD."t 

,fOrlrT\al:lon required to be provided to you punuant to the Infonnation Practic. Act of 1977, '" "Information Menual on Campaign Dilc:lolUra Provisions 
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